- — —— — — U— 4 — eee —— — — 4 


— _ — — 33 
Nh ethon, — — — — x —— — —_ 


— — — 


—— — — — —— _ -» 
. !!. ½%⅛ ädↄ½ ⁵oͤut.. A eee ACEC Rr Er ER —— — .: 
* F C9 — n. A : I 
: , 5 7 =- 


. 


— ——— ——— — — — . —ñ—4fͤ— EE  EOCOOIS 


2 —ꝗ ö — — — uy, "Eee 


d- 2 ff by 
| * * 8 ö l s 
5 ** 4 J 
9 \ 
= — % * . 
* - 5 
* { J 
” * * 
; . — 
of x 
4 * , ; 
. * 4 K 
x 
is 5 ; 4 = 
j - 
' i . Ng ' 
* 9 , ' 
Fi X 
: 4 a 4 . 0 d . = 
I * a 
4+ 7 k ; 
44 . } 
| y . 
1 \ 
| b . 
* 
1 * N ; 
EET „ o ” 
— by * 
2 «£4 I % * 
— N . 5p = 
3 - 
DS of * 
"I * - 
+4 yy * 2 Y . 
we z 0 * 2 i 
= ? — . * , 
my * £ * - 
. a k f , : 
a a 
po . I N 1 ; 5 
: * 
1 4 . 
'S 
I 


; 


2 


VISITATION 


— 2 8 
. % 3 U | 
4 a 
| A | 
: | 4 8 < my | Ws 
1 8 1 [x] | 
E | | - N 2 | 
"1 ; : 24 y | ji N | { : 


% 
4 


MARY 
I 


** 
% 
4 I 
$ 
„ 
* 


7 
- 
- 
* 
P 
— 


— o 
1 
i 4 
PX * 
. 
* . 4 , 1 
» „ 
- * 
* * 
o 
C # 
, 
i 
0 * « 
. 
a = ) 
454 * 
1 4 "I : 
1, ; ts 
"= « - : 8 " j 0 + 1 
I. : 
2 a put x 0 
* — 
* * 4 
; 2 
# Li : 
{ [2 n 4 o »” 
- 
o : by 
* A 4 * 


. —— au 
e 2 


De Study of the Scriptures the beſt Preſervative againft I, nfidetity. 


: a 5 #7} # F i 
5 5 0 | | CE, Cf Lf 5 FT 
7 | : \ 5 : 
by f E 5 R M O | N | | | 


PREACHED AT THE 


© 


PRIMARY VISITATION 


THE RIGHT REVEREND 
HORSLE Y 


SAMUEL, LORD BISHOP * Sr. DAVID „ 


 BRECGON, 


THE YEAR MDCCKC. 


/ # 


By HENRY THOMAS PAYNE, M.A. A 


CASESAIE TO THE RIGHT HON. THE COUNTESS DOWAGER OF NORTHAMPTON, AND 
| RURAL DEAN OF THE THIRD PART OF BRECON., x 


Baliol Coll. Oxford. MA 170k. 


LONDON: 


„ 

* ” 

* 
1 ” 
, N my . 
* 4 ths 2 _ i” 4 Py 12 . 1 a by 7 
7 * C — — 3 - 8 o » * * 5 ; 5 - - 2 * — — Gs Geeta 4 fon fs — 2 ä Lac id — — 
—— — lee a EAR 3 82. ———— E 4T —————— CER TC CeO Ie III ES ew TO eee een : Bae —— — — — 
* 8 — 4 — > — — — 5 — ——— rn ne — - — 


PRINTED TIES J. e NEW BORD-sTREET. 


MDCCXCI, 


6% On NO 
n. 
27. 


e 
: ot, Nay « 
X At ny Nl 
I L ** ly 
V 
* 
; 


TO 
THE RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD 
S A * UE 
LORD BISHOP OF Sr. Ain, 
AND 
THE REVEREND THE CLERGY OF THE AUDIENCE, 
THIS SERMON, 
PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST, 
IS HUMBLY DEDICATED 
_ 


THE AUTHOR. 


„ 
. * 

. — e ann era pes 4, Ae Rwy 0 TIN — 3 

— — * mY A _— —— 


2 Nr DDD 
a 8 


8 


S E R M © 


AcTs, XVIi. 11. 


Theſe were more noble than thoſe of Theſſalonica, in that they recerved the 
Word with all readineſs of mind, and ſearched the ada, daily 
whether thoſe things were re ſo. 


T. Paul, in all his a with the Jews in 

defence of Chriſtianity, reſts the whole merits of his 
| arguments upon their conformity to the evidence of the 
| writers of the Old Teſtament ; ; certainly could not 
have built them upon a more ſolid foundation than the 


ſure word of prophecy: and therefore the honourable 


mention made of the Bereans, in contradiſtinction to thoſe 


of Theſſalonica, ariſes from their ingenuous application 


to the ſtudy of thoſe Scriptures upon which his argu- 


B | ments 


/ 


ments were founded. Their receiving the Word with all 
readineſs of mind, is a ſufficient proof, not only that they 
were open to conviction ; but that the truth and autho- 
rity of the holy Scriptures were, clearly deciſive i in favor of 
Chriſtianity :—and that the ground-work of our faith in 
the Goſpel diſpenſation is rationally and firmly built upon 
the foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, where Teſus 
Chriſt is made the chief corner-ſtone. 


The buſineſs therefore of the Goſpel preacher, is ear- 
neſtly to exhort his hearers to imitate the ingenuous dili- 


gence of the Bereans, and Zo ſearch the Scriptures daily, 
whether theſe Af s are fr | 


But ee we can expect any great attention to be paid 
to exhortations of this kind, it may be neceſſary to con- 
vince them that they have a real intereſt in the enquiry : 
that the doctrines propoſed to their conſideration, are not 
matters of mere dry theory and jejune ſpeculation, but 
have a natural tendency to promote their real and ſubſtantial 
happineſs 
The 


. 
The mind of man is naturally inquiſitive. The chief 
object of his attention is happineſs ; and the avoiding of : 

miſery is conſidered as a means to promote it, Theſe 
natural propenſities may be made uſe of to ſingular ad- 
vantage, by placing in view the real ſources of both, 
which can only be done effectually by recommending to 
his ſerious peruſal thoſe holy Scriptures which are put into 
his hands. He will there learn the origin of good and 
evil: that happineſs is the reward of innocence, and 
miſery the puniſhment of guilt, He will ſee theſe 
_ doctrines exemplified to him in innumerable inſtances, 
from the beginning of Scripture hiſtory to the end of it. 
He will be informed that his origin was from God—That _ 
| God at his firſt formation ade man upright, and in a 
capacity of continuing ſo—That obedience was due to 
God, as his Creator; and that diſobedience to him was 
an act of rebellion, which entailed all the conſequences 
of fin upon Adam, and his poſterity—That his guilt, not- 
withſtanding the ridiculous buffoonery of the infidel about 
eating an apple, was of ſo deep a die, as not to be waſhed 


away by any human means; but was a dead weight, too 


[80 0 heavy 


Ay, 


bindy for him to bear. He will find, that the grand au- 
thor of all this miſchief was the devil— That by liſtening 
too attentively to his artful inſinuations, upon a ſubje& 
he was naturally fond of, the increaſe of knowledge, and 
the hopes of immediate immortality, man fell into the 
| ſnare; and, by offending his Creator, forfeited the im- 
mortality he was taught to expect; and experimentally 
found, that all the knowledge he had gained was that of 
| fin and miſery. In this light every thing will appear ter- 
rifying and diſmal ; the vengeance of an offended Deity 
purſuing him, and the remorſe of his own conſcience 
tormenting him, without any proſpect of Redemption: : 
he ſees nothing here but a ſcene of lamentation, and 
mourning, and woe. But let him read on a little further, 
and he will find that the offended God condeſcends to be 
gracious, and to give ſome diſtant hopes of a future Me- 
diator; and that, to confirm him in this belief, he inſti- 
tuted a typical religion, which might convey to him ſome | 
idea of the mode by which his fierce anger might be 
turned away. And foraſmuch as the human faculties 


were gjeatly Nl by the fall of man, he will find the 


ſame 


( =. ) 

fame beneficent Creator, from time to time, raiſing up 
Prophets, or inſpired men, to conduct him through this 
5 labyrinth of miſery; z ſo that his eyes might look right on, 
and his eye-lids look frrait before bin, to the great obj ect of 


his future conſolation. 


The attentive reader will find, in fact, that the doctrines 
of the Old Teſtament are calculated, from one end to the 
other, to prepare him for the expectation and reception 
of a new covenant and to convince him of the neceſſity 
that ſuch a covenant ſhould be entered into. The nature 
of this covenant was not indeed, at firſt, ſo clearly under- 
ſtood as it was afterwards ; yet the contemplative man of 
common underſtanding will perceive that the ſacrifical 
rites of the Jews were figurative of ſome expiation to be 
made by blood ; and that ſome offering, or atonement of 
a fimilar nature, though of a higher value than the blood 
of bulls or of goats, would be neceſſary for taking away 
the fins of the world. His reaſon will tell him this ; for 
though thoſe animals had never fallen under tranſgreſſion, | 
as man did, they were Rill animals, in whoſe blood the 

Living 


d 45. 


7 1 N 5 4 "A 
— 
* 


| Living God could take no pleaſure. They carried no 


propitiatory expiation with them, further than as em- 
blems, ſhadowing out things to come. Let then the 


ingenuous enquirer proceed a ſtep further, and compare 


the writings of the prophetic authors one with the other, 


and by comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, he will 


find the eyes of his underſtanding enlightened to ſee the 


wondrous things of God's law, and that ſpiritual things 
are only ſpiritually diſcernible. His reaſon will gain 


ſtrength by applic: tion, and his obſervations will be 


founded upon experience. It is a miſtaken notion, 


palmed upon us by the Romaniſts, that the holy Scrip- 


tures ought not to be intruſted in the hands of the com- 


mon run of Chriſtian readers, upon a ſuppoſition that 


they are unqualified to peruſe them. It was the wiſh of 


Moſes that all the Lords people Were prophets : and it was to 


the praiſe of Timothy uttered by St. Paul, that from 4 
child he had known the holy Scriptures, which were able to make 
bim wiſe unto ſalvation. And I may venture to aſſert, that 


for one error which has crept into the church through 


| Ignorance, there have been a hundred introduced by thoſe 


who 


2 


nung a 
who tons to be men Ro” deep reaſoning and liberal e 10 


cation. Theſe are they who /ay to the Seers, ſee not, and is 
the Prophets, pr opheſy not unto us right things—ſpeak unto us It. xxx. 10 
noob things, propheſy deceits, I do not pre tend to tell 4 
you that all the paſſages of Scripture are equally intelligible 
to the unlearned and to thoſe who a are better inſtructed ; 
but this I may aſſert, that as the Scriptures contain the words 
of eternal life, and that life is in the Son of God, who is 
therein propoſed and foretold to be our Redeemer, it never 
could be intended that the ſacred volume ſhould be as a 
fountain ſealed to the generality. of mankind. The com- 
mand of ſearching the Scriptures was indiſcriminately given 
to high and low, rich and poor; and he who would with 
to know, what is the hope of his calling, muſt ſearch for 
it in thoſe records which God hath given us of his Son. 
if you are told that in the Scriptures there are many things 
hard to be underſtood; ; we admit it—St. Peter has done 
it before us, ſpeaking of the writings of St. Paul—but 2 pet. ili. 16 
this can be no bar to a rational enquiry. Many of the | 
difficulties complained of in Holy Writ were ſuffered to 


continue there, for the ſake of exciting our induſtry and 


appli- 


TT 
application—and it is very certain, that by the 1 unremit- 
ting diligence of ſeveral very worthy writers, many of the 
| rough places have been made plain; and the connexion 
between the Old and New Teſtament has been ſufficiently 
demonſtrated ; that there is a chain of reaſoning as well 
as of evidence, carried on through both; every link of 
which leads you on to one point, the doctrine of an Incar- 
. att. xi. j. nate Redeemer. Thus all the prophets prophefied until Jobn. 
Tg It is then ſufficiently evident that the moſt unenlightened 
reader, who looks forward to the redemption of Iſrael, 
has a very ſtrong intereſt in enquiring into, and examining 
the Scriptures wherein this comfortable doctrine is to be 
found. Though he may not by this reſearch be able to 
underfland all myſteries, and all knowledge; yet he may 
acquire that ſaving knowledge which will make him wiſe unto 
ſalvation. His faith will be abundantly ſtrengthened, to 
find /o great a cloud of witneſſes ariſing up, and bearing 
teſtimony to the truth of it; walking by the [ame rule, and 
minding or attending 20 the ſame thing; for though the 
prophets of the Old Teſtament were all of them of the 
Jewiſh communion, yet they were plainly of the number 
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"4 thoſe who looked for pee in Jeruſalem. They 


looked forward to the promiſed Meſſiah, and were en- 
 lightened : and though their eyes ſaw bim afar off, they 


gave witneſs unto him, and we know that their witneſs is true, 


that Fefus Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs, to 


every one that believeth—that he was born, died, and 


roſe again according to the Scriptures ; and that there is 


no other name under heaven, but his, whereby they can 
be faved—that theſe are not cunningly deviſed fables, but 


the words of truth and ſoberneſs, to which the lively oracles | 


bear us witneſs. Nor can this evidence be rejected, with- 


out giving up at the fame timeall revealed religion. The 


Jews, indeed, were advocates for a revelation, though they 

would not admit the evidences of Scripture in proof of 
Chriſt's claim to the office of Meſſiah. But this was 
entirely the effect of prejudice. Their ideas of a Redeemer | 


were purely temporal. they confidered him in no other | 


light than as their deliverer out of temporal bondage, as 
a man who was to appear among them with all the pomp 
of royalty. The prophetical deſcriptions of him, relating 


to his - advent, were applied to the frfh, without 
c Fs admitting 


Rom. x. 4. 


= 6 
admitting that the end of his coming into the world, 
was to redeem Iſrael from all their fins, and not from all 
their temporal ſufferings. They had no conception that 


their Saviour was to.come into the world zo ſuffer, though 
they knew that the doctrine of propitiatory ſacrifices 
was every. where inculcated; ; and that theſe ſacrifices 
wereofferings of blood, without which here was no remiſſion 
This was the reaſon, tha? ſeeing they did not ſee, and hear- 
ing they did not underfiand. This blindneſs in part, ſays st. 
Paul, is happened io Iſrael, until the fulneſs of the Gentiles be 
come in: intimating that there would be a time when this 
darkndh ſhould be removed, and Jews as well as Gentiles | 
ſe the falvation of God; which ſtill implies that the evi- 
dences in favour of Chriſtianity, contained in the Scriptures, 
are not the leſs full and complete for their being at preſent 
rejected by the Jews. It is indeed a proof that the foun- 
dation of God flandeth ſure. The diligent reader of the 
Scriptures is. onl y to tale heed how he buildeth thereupon. 
If, inſtead of good and durable materials, he raiſes his 
fabric with wood, hay, and ſtubble, he muſt take the 
conſequences of the fooliſh builder; he muſt loſe his 


labour, 


. o 
: labour, Und his work will not ſtand. But # any man's work 
abide which be hath built thereupon, he ſhall receive a reward. x Cor, f. 


14. 


This is a very proper check to all fanciful interpreters 
ol the Bible, who forſake the plain and obvious meaning 
of the text, in ſearch of doctrines not to be grounded 
thereupon... Such was the dodrine of the Jews, who 
| aſſerted from thence that the Meſſiah was to be a tempo- 
ral prince; though our Saviour himſelf had told them, 
that his kingdom was nat of this warld. Such are many of the 2 
tenets and practices of the church of Remes and ſuch are all 
the other novelties in religion, which have from time to 
time crept up in the world. But by their fruits ye ſhall 
know them. Whatever doctrines have a tendency to weaken. 
our faith in Chriſt, are not of God, and therefore can- 
not be proved by his word; for e is not of faith is 
fn. St. John tells you that many falſe prophets are gone Jobe, r, 7 
out into the world ; and therefore warns you not to believe 
all teachers who boaſt of the ſpirit, but to try them by 
the rules of the Catholic faith. The rules of the Catholic 
faith are contained i in the Bible, and are themſelves ſuffi- 
N intelligible; therefore the Rudy of the Bible, and 


„ . 


E ph. iv. 14. 


Rom, i. 18. 
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making it its own commentator, is the beſt preſervative 


againſt infidelity. Thoſe who are well verſed i in the Scrip- 
tures, are in no. danger of being like children 22 to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the ſleight of 


men, and cunning craftineſs whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 


And as thoſe whoaregrounded and ſettled in the faith, will 207 


be moved away from the hope of the Goſpel : ſo neither will they 
be of the number of thoſe who hold the truthin wnrighteouſnefs; 


and therefore are more likely to become better men, as well 


as more ſtedfaſt believers. As they know that faith With- 


out works is dead, being alone, they will follow St. Peter's 
| advice, giving all d ihgence to add zo their faith, virtue; 
and to virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance ; 


and to temperance, patience; and to patience, godlineſs > 


and to godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs; and to bratherly 


kindneſs, charity : and if theſe things are in them, and 
abound, they will neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.— This knowledge 
derives a ſuperior excellency from the divinity of its object; 
for the bleſſed Jeſus was not a mere ſuffering man, but 
the Son of the living God; to whom was given power over 
all 


e 


all P 55 ; that all men ſhould honor the Fon, even as ; they £ 


| honor the Father. It is an additional recommendation to 


| the acquiſition/of this knowledge, that it gives us a title 
to a happy im mortality for our Lord himſelf fays, that 
this is life eternal, to know the only true God, and Teſus 


Chriſt. whom he hath ent. | This is the declaration of him | 


who alone hath: nn at his * 


An immortality of hanged is the ultimate with of 
man. This is no where promiſed him but in the Bible. 
What you read in books of the old philoſophy, affords 
but very few and uncertain glimmerings of that hope. 


You no where meet therein with any promiſes made. of 


the life that now is, much leſs of that which is to come. 


The acquiſition therefore to be gained by zhe/e reſearches, 


will never anſwer the pains of an enquiry. There is more 


ſatisfactory knowledge to be gained by. the careful peruſal 


of a few pages of the ſacred writings, than in all the 


volumes of the philoſophers put together. Who then 


would not diligently ſearch for it, as for an hid treaſure; ; 


the merchandiſe of which i is better than the merchandiſe 


of 


John, xvii. 4 


4a 14 85 
| of an and the gain thereof than Gas: Wald? Who 
vould not earneſtly pray to the Father of Lights, that he 
would open his eyes, that he might underſtand the things 
which make ſo much for his peace, and n ſo 
ie to ig * 


There is yet another eaten of no ſmall moment, 

as an inducement to the ſtudy of the Scriptures. That 
as they point out to us the paths to. happineſs; ſo they, 

at the fame time, contain that law whereby we are to be 
; judged, according to our conformity thereto, or devia- 
tion therefrom, during this our ſtate of probation, The 
| Scriptures tell us very plainly what we muſt do to be 
ſaved. 'The written law, there laid down, enables us 10 
judge whether we have, or have not, followed after the 
things which make for our peace. The defire of avoiding 
miſery or puniſhment is as natural to man, as the hopes 
of happineſs; it is indeed in ſome meaſure included in the 


ſame idea. No man can be happy who finds upon en- 
quiry that he is an object of the divine diſpleaſure: The 
very ſenſe of _ carries along with it a dread of pu- 
niſhment ; 


* 


eee e 
niſhment; for where fart id, there is torment. W by ſe- 
riouſly attending the Scripture law -of righteouſneſs, we 
ſhall certainly find how the account ſtands between our- 
ſelves and our God. And as this matter is not of a trifling 
concern, it is a ſtrong argument for our ſearching the 
3 Scriptures daily, as a preventive to our falling into fin, or 
running into any kind of danger in conſequence thereupon. 
Our gracious God has given us a law which is holy, and 
juſt, and good. He has given us faculties to enable us to 
underſtand it; and, at the ſame time, afforded us every en- | 
couragement to obſerve and keep it. He has placed life 
and death before us: invites us by every engaging argu- 
ment to accept of the one, and by all the terrors of his 
fierceſt anger deters us from the other. Who then, but 
the thoughtleſs and inconſiderate, the infidel and the 
blaſphemer, would think of turning away from the leaſt 
of thoſe holy commandments delivered unto him, who 
once recollects that ſuch ſerious conſequences depend 


upon his com> 


But you will N after all, is not the enforcement of 
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the ſtudy of the holy Scriptures more immediately appli- 


cable to the Clergy than to the Lay members of the 
church ? | Applicable undoubtedly | it is to the Clergy. 
What i is the general duty of all Chriſtians, is heir duty in 
a more eſpecial manner; as to their truſt are committed 


the oracles of God; and the Laity are inſtructed by the 


N e the Low: or . or, 


lips ſbould keep knowledge ; and he is the meſſenger of the Lord 
of Hoſts. Certainly true it is, that the Clergy are: ſet up 
as lights in the world ; and it is expected that they ſhould 
ſhine as much in all ſpiritual knowledge, as in all holineſs 
of converſation ; and we truſt that in general they are not 
wanting in a due regard to their heavenly calling of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus. If any there are who are leſs attentive 
to their profeſſional character than they ought to be, 
they cannot but know, that to whom much is given and 
entruſted, of them will much be required. The office 
which they have undertaken, as ſtewards of the houſchold 


of God, is a very ſerious and important one; and they 


know full well, how much it behoves them to be found 


faithful. But let the Clergy exert themſelves as much as 
LG: 5 


RT I7 I 


they may, „in We and 3 to their e 
the precepts and doctrines of Chriſtianity; yet fill it re- 


ma the duty of the people themſelves, to follow the 


laudable example of the Bereans, in ſearching the Scrip- 


tures daily, whether theſe things are ſo. The book of 


of God lies before them, and they are are not required to 


depend upon any thing but what is contained therein, 


though an angel from heaven preach it unto them, 


Wilful ignorance, where every neceſſary means of in- 


formation 1s afforded us, cart plead no excuſe as a pallia- 
tive, either in the courts of reaſon or conſcience; much 
leſs in that ſupreme court, where an all- ſeeing, and an all- 
knowing Providence preſides. Knowing therefore the terrors 
of the Lord, we perſuade men; and humbly beſeech him, 

who is the giver of every good and perfect gift, to pour 


into our hearts the love of his: holy name, and his word; and, 
as he has cauſed all holy Scriptures to be written for our 


learning, that he would grant us in ſuch wiſe to hear them, 


read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt them, that by pa- 


tience and comfort of his holy word, we may embrace, 
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